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Explanaiion in regard to the Treaty controversy wad
made in Purllawent by Earl Granville, yesterday,

The Towa, South Carolna, Kansas and Indiaua Dem-
scratie Couventions Indorsed Greeley and Brown.
sees Tho President bns gone to Long Branch, ===
fwportant changes huve boen made in the Tostal lawa.

Justus Dann 1a on trinl for killing » keeper at tho
House ot Refuge. === Carlos (. Maggiorl, who shot
bis wife and was shot Ly Ler brother, is expected to
die. === Gold, 143, 114§, 114. Thermometer, 75°, 887, 727,

Comments of the London press on the per-
formance of the American boat-crew are more
vigorous than complimentary. They agree,
spparently, in thinking that, in rowing, as in
diplomaey, the English have nothing to learn
from ws. This is unkind and unccusinly;
what a pity that it is true!
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Venezuela is vexed no wore with revolution,
and Salazar, the head insurgent, has at last
given up the contest. The msurrection has
kept Venczuela in a tarmoil for years, Las re-
tarded its growth, and involved the country
in numberless fends with its neighbors. If
the last nows thence is true, it is good news
wlso,

==

Brown used to contract to clean the streets
for ha!f & willion, and it is the universal testi-
mony that he did not half do the work. Under
the new system we are told that it will cost ns
not less than a round million. At that rate it
ought to be well done, but well done it must
be at any rate. Mesnwhile let us have the

tigures watehed.
———is

Hayti is menaced by the adventurous usurper
Baez, who has constantly vexed the border of
the Black Republiec which he now proposes to
invade, Properly, we have no natural sym-
pathy with this unserupulons man, and we
shall now have an opportunity to show Hayti
that the United States wishes well of the
struggling Republie, though we maintain an
honorable neutrality.

Senntor Sumner's speech on Gen. Grant, de-
livered in the Senate om Friday, May 81, is now
printed in sheet form for distribution. As a
Campaign document this fearful indictment
must be signally effective in the canse of Re-
form. It is for sule at Tue Trisuse Office
for 1 cent a single copy, 75 oents per 100, §7
per 1,000, 1f by mail,

1 onpy, § centa. 100 copies for 81,
8 copies for 5 cents. 1,000 eopies for 10,
i ol

Merchants and importers will have no oeca-
sion to thank the Senate for any action on the
hills iutended for their relief at the Custom-
house. The programme laid out for the Pres-

identinl campaign did not include the
passage of the carefully-drawn  meas-
ures regulating Custom-houses and the

seizure of books and invoices; so these useful
and much-desired propositions went by the
board as so much useless lumber, Action on
these bills was expected by the merchants
who had a hand in their preparation, but they
must wait for more peaceful times for their

enactment into laws,
L —

.l.n the scramble which always attends the
winding up of Congress legislation we lose
sight of the minor details which come out in
driblets afterward. Ope of these last is the
authorization of postal cards, those conve-
nient penny missives, sént open through the
mails, which our people have been démand-
ing. ' “Another concession is the cheap-
ening  of transient printed mail matter,
We are getting bravely on toward penny
postage, though an official in the General
Post-Office has ruled that the new regulations
canupt go into effect until the postmasters
sre informed of them. Bappoese the postmas-
ters should never be informed 1
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The Democracy of Indiana are manifest-
ing & willingness to meet Liberal Republicans
in the true spirit of concession on a platform
embodying Reform principles, 8o far, at least,
s wise policy hus controlled the manage-
went of affnirs, aud it seems probable that
the Hew Thos. A. Heodricks, a maw of

wosked ability sud integrity, will bend

.

the State ticket, with some such Liberd

| Republican a8 candidate for Congressman-

at-large. Indiana has abundant reason to be
dissatisfied with the arbitrary and selfish policy
of those who have attempted to rule from
Washington, and is ready to enlist in the
crusade of Liberal Reform which has been
begun by the blotting out of party lines.

grie- e baidSe

Wa print, this morning, voluminons dis-
patches from different parts of the country
which strongly mark tho drift of political
opinion. In lowa, the Democratic State Con-
vention has unanimonsly indorsed the Cincin-
nati Platform and accepted its nominees; the
delegates to the Baltimore Convention were
instructed accordingly. In South Carolina,
where carpet-bag and military rule have com-
bined to afllict the State, the Democrats, in
their State Comvention, receive with cheers
and enthusinsm resolutions accepting Cincin-
nati, Kansas has done the same, The conven-
tion at Indianapolis seems to be a grand aflair,
and the reports which come up from all parts of
the State show what a hold the Reform move-
ment has on the people. These signs of the
times will be multiplied from day to day

henceforth,
==

It must be pleasant this merning for the
Seeretary of State, in his villa ou the Hudson,
and for Gen. Grant, on the shore of the much-
sounding sea, to read the baiting the Dritish
Ministry suffered last night on account of the
unfortunate Supplemental Treaty., I1f Parlia-
ment wonld only adjourn, and let Mr. Glad-
stone and Earl Granville off to the beather,
and then the Gencva Court go for a
few mouths to Zermatt or the Engadine,
the whole matter could be put to rest
for the Summer. But whatever may happen,
our tranquil rulers appear to have washed
their bands of any further responsibility.
Gen. Schenck has been informed that we have
said our lust word; that we will oppose and
protest against the adjourament of the arbi-
tration; and that if England withdraws we
reserve all our rights, The Treaty scems to
have been fooled awey.

Tax-payers must not fail to remember that
thongh the old corrnpt Ring is dead, much of
the evil which it originated remains to plague
them. We lately exposed efforts making
quietly to pass upon elaims for numerous con-
tracts obtained at Ring prices, and completed
under Ring management, but not yet paid for.
Many of these were clearly corrupt, and
ought not to be paid, and tax-payers warned
in time will doubtless save themselves and
the city large amounts which would otherwise
be expended for worthless pavements. We
shall publish  to-morrow full particulars,
embracing numetons figures and facts, of a
scheme which contemplates saddling upon
tax-payers more than $6,250,000 for a
questionable improvement. This scheme is a
legacy of Tweed, which, since the fall of the
Ring, has been intrusted to Judge Darnard to
foree npon the people. Ialf the amount in-
volved is to bLe levied upon about thirtcen
hundred property-holders, and the remainder
is to be borne by the people ab large. Against
the imposition of this scheme, in its present
shape, it is time property-holders and tax-
payers should protest and take action.

MINORITY REPORT ON THE CUSTOM-IIOUSE,

From the point of view of our fallen human
pature, it is impossible not to admit that
Messrs, Howe and Edmunds and Conkling had
excellent reasons for trying to prevent the
minority of the Custom-house Investigating
Committee from presenting a report. The
majority report appeared to Mr. Howe and his
friends amply suflicient. It Dbleached Mr.
Murphy and Mr. Leet in* general terms.
It defended Mr. Jayne and his playful ways
with the handeufls; it justified the use of the
Custom-house a8 & political engine; and rep-

resented  the extortion of contributions
from the clerka for election expenses
a3 being the same as the volantary

offerings of church members for religions pur-
poses. What it could not approve it denied,
Yet many of the things it denied were as plain
na day, and some things which it approved
were pupishable by statute. The report was
drawn up in a tone of jaunty deflance which
betrayed not only the character of the meo
who signed it, but their expectation that it
would be safe from “any review or contradic-
tion. It was carefolly concealed from the
knowledge of Mr. Bayard and Mr. Casserly,
and suddenly presented to the Senate in the
closing days of the session. It was thought
that by this trick the minority would be pre-
vouted from presenting a report, and to ac-
complish this object the original discourtesy
was snpplemented by an unprecedented rode-
ness in the open Semate. Mr. Bayard asked
the privilege of a short delay in preparing
the report of the minority, on account of the
impending adjournment and the state of lLis
eyes, which required a few weeks' rest. Thia
entirely reasonable request, made by a Sena-
tor whose eourtesy is as proverbial as his in-
tegrity, was refused by the Senate at the
demand of Edmunds and Conkling. These
worthy people gave no reason for this un-
gentle proceeding. With that disregard for
appearances whieh has recently charncterized
the immediate champions of Gen. Graut
in the Scnate, they made no pre-
tense of any motive except a meraly
partisan one. The report of the majority bad
said in general terms that nothing was wrong
in the Custom-house. They did not wish to

give the minority an epportunity to show that,

this report was not borue out by the evidence.
DBut by making a great effort the minority
were able, on Monday, to preseut their views,
when Mr. Howe, seeing his fine scheme in
danger, had the effrontery to attempt to pre-
vent the report from being printed, on the
ground that the minority had net been kept
in ignorance, a8 they charged, of the presenta-
tion of his report. To decide this question,
pothing more thau Mr. Bayard’s word is re-
quired.

It was not unnatural that Mr. Howe should
fm:l something like panie at the appearance of
this strong and temperate review of his own
outrageous apology. It forms a striking con-
tragt, in both matter and form, to the vanlgar
flippancy and reckless misstatements of the
majority, It resumes in o few elear and con-
¢ise sentences the advent of Mr. Leet in New-
York ; his credentials from the President; his
capture of Mr. Grinnell, and his subsequent
caréer of extortion and swindling., It estab-
lishes the Presidents early and eontinued cog-
nizance of his performances, his stolid support
of Lect, and his refusal to listen to the réguests
for rodress of the leading merchants of New-
York, The rewort thon touches upon the 8ys-

tem of bribery by presents to the employés of
the Custom-honse. This required little dem-
onstration, as Mr. Howe's report admitted and
justified the practice. The system of seizures
and compromises is stingingly reviewed and
condemned. It is shown how the m.tem
encourages fraud. The wanton and capricions
seizure of the books and interruption of the
business of respeetable firms 1s strongly
deseribed. The fact is shown that the Gov-
ernment gains comparatively little from all these
outrages. They seem to be kept up for
the beneiit of detectives and eustoms officers,
who are at the same time judges and inform-
ers, giving decisions upon their own acts for
the benefit of their own pockets. Mr. Jayne
18 referred to, with his swiftly gained fortune,
and the means by which he gained it. The
Listory of Mr. Murphy's term of oflice receives
attention as & shining specimen of what takes
place under an Administration which pre-
tends to desire a reform of the Civil
Service. Not only was Mr. Murphy
sustained in his efforts to make the
Custom-house & mere machine for coercing
conventions, but it is shown that he took this
course by virtue of a positive understanding
with the President. In faet, under any other
conception of the dnty of civil officers, the
appointment-of Mr. Murphy wonld have been
an sbsurdity, IHe was good for nothing but
to manage ward meetings. * His own deposi-
“tion proves him to be totally ignorant of the
“pluinest and most essential dutics of his place,
“wof the laws controlling his aetion, of the prin-
* ciples npon which dutics were collected nod
“refunded.”

The minority of the Committes close by ti-
dicating the source of all the trouble. It is
pot 80 much in had laws, or in defective sys-
tems of organization, as in the character and
qualifications of those whose business it is to
carry existing laws into effect, The aminble
gentlemen who are trying to reconcile their
desires for a reform of the Civil Service with
their personal devotien to Gen. Grant, if they
would candidly survey the recent history of our
Custom-house, would see that the Civil Service
can never be reformed as long a3 we have n
President who despises the principles upon
which reform must be based; who protects
with bis personal intimacy the lowest aud
most unworthy Cellector onr port has ever
known; who gives to his nides-de-camp tho
privilege of cheating the merchants of Mew-
York nt diseretion, and who considers all
offenses against law and morality atoned for
by zeal exhibited against the men who de-
cline to follow in the train of his creatures
aud his flatterers.

. Tk PUBLIC RECORDS.

The Committes appointed to inguire into the
mutilation of records of the War Department
asked for an extension of time, Therein they
did wisely, for the prelimipary report which
they presented during the closing hours of the
House, while it confirms some of the most
serions charges agninst the custodians of our
pational records, leaves many rumors undis-
turbed, many suspicions still strong, and
many eurious eircnmstances unexplained,
Wo know that the records have been
extensively mutilated, that important doen-
ments have disappeared, and that the mili-
tary attachés of the President have hiadl leave
to cut and slash and copy and earry oft let-
ters by the chest-full from the oflicial files
which no one else was permitted even to in-
speet. We do not  koow, however, just how
far the ravage has extended, nor how much
of it ean be repaired, and we are not yet cer-
tain who has been most in fault. These
points must be the object of a further
inquiry.

Meanwhile it is proved, first, that the records
of the War Departinent lave nomiually been
kept with the most jealous care for strietly
official purposes. The Adjntant-General has
described  the elaborate system of indexing
and filing which prevails in his office. No
private citizen, by the rifles of the Department,
was allowed to examine these papers for any
purpose whatever, They were locked up, from
the eye even of the reputable histovian, as
closely as Spain preserved for centuries the
archives of Simauecas. And to this day the
rule has wnot been relaxed, so fur as
the testimony indicates, except in favor of Gen,
Grant’s military stafl. Scecondly, it is shown
that by a gross piece of favoritism Gen.
Badean was allowed to do what he liked with
these precious records, and that Government
clerks were even detailed to copy for him
whatever he did not waunr to carry away.
Thus this young officer was put in full posses-
sion of the national secrets, and matters affect-
ing the reputation of all our prominent
commanders—matters sometimes of extreme
delicacy—~were left at the merey of a person of
whose honor and diseretion there was certainly
no sofficicnt guaranty ; and whose literary
pretensions are a ludicrous absurdity.  Thirdly,
a8 o natural result of this scandalous
abuse, the records are found to be muti-
lated. Three hundred and sixty-seven let-
ters, including the correspondence between
Grant and Halleck during the last three
mooths of the war, anvd importaut com-
munications from Baoks, Gillmore, Roscerans,
Canby, Sherman, Meade, Ingalls, Butler, Sigel,
Augur, Towusend, Wilcox, Hunter, War-
ren, and  others, have been stolen.
The  Adjulant-Geuneral's  index  book s
missing. The  correspondence  between
Halleck and Rosecrans in reference to the
Tennessee campaign is missing; so is the
correspondence between Halleek and Grant at
the time of the second battle of Corinth; but
these seem to have been abstracted by Gen.
Halleck, or under Lis orders, perhaps before
the files to which they belong came into the
custody of the War Department, Of the dis-
appearance of the other documents we have
mwentioned there 8 no explanation. It is
proved by order of Gen. Rawling they were
delivered to Badean at the White House, and
they have never been returned.  The papers
relating to the removal of Major-Gen, Thomns
are supposed to have also been abstracted ; at
any rate, it is morally certain that certain dis-
patches giving Gen. Thomas's side of that
shamefol controversy are not to be found.
With regard to the Buell papers little has
been elicited which was not known before-
Land. The papers are gone, and the Commit-
tee hias not discovered who took them.

. It is unfortunate for Gen. Grant that the
gaps oceur just in those portions of the official
history of the war whete there has been most
dispute over his conduet, and that the papers
should have been traced to an officer who
was pot merely 8 member of his military
family and an inmate of the White House,
but' the authorized historiographer of the
soldier-president. That Gen. Badean may
have found the records of the War Depart-
ment convenient in the “ Military
“History of U. 8. Grant,” it is perfoctly easy
to understand ; but why, after he had beon al-

lowed to Lorrow the docuwents, did bo fail to

return them? He declares that he sent them
back; the officers of the War Department
sliow that they never received them. Here
lies & mystery which the Committee bas yet
to solve,

CORDIAL T0 THE LAST.

We think that Mr, Colfax is entitled te con-
siderable eredit for the resigned way in which
he received the condolences of the Indiana
delegates when they ealled upon him at Wash-
ington. 'The gentleman has been badly
treated—there is no question about that; and
it must have required no inconsiderable de-
gree of philosophy for & man in Mr. Colfax's
position to profess such a cheerful acquies-
cence in the decision of the Convention. It
is very hard to see why Gen, Grant was en-
titled to a second term when Schuyler Colfax
- was not; harder still to contemplate with good
humor the renomination of the man who had
patronage to bestow, and the rejection of the
man who had none. We will do Mr. Colfax
the justice to say that he made the best
speech under the circumstances which eould
be made. It was a case of the least said
the soonest mended, and he said very
little findeed. That he has found the
whole affair somewhat irritating it wonld be
denying him his share of human nature to
doubt; but that he did not let any sign of
his irritation escape him, but, upon the con-
trary, appeared to be excessively gratified,
proves that even in these degencrate days a
Vice-President need not be utterly devoid of
the high old Roman spirit. We are instantly
reminded of the plucky Spartan lad who
thrust the stolen fox under his nether gar-
ments, and made no discovery, though the
animal was knawing his vitals.

Althongh we have not said mueh about the
action of the Convention in suubbing Mr.
Schuyler Colfax, snd in giving him to under-
stand that he has outlived his political
usefulness, we have not eeased to regard that
action as exceedingly shabby. Mr. Colfax
may, to nge his own words, * bow to the de-
“ gigion of the Convention without a murmur
# or regret;” but we suppose that his friends
may also be allowed to murmur just a little,
and to regret his ill treatment 8 good deal.
We have never known o case in which things
worked more unfortunately, Mr. Colfux had
written a letter expressing his willingness and
desire to retire from the Viee-Presideney, and
that he was in earnest in so writing nobody has
a right to doublt, This was o strictly private
letter, of which the Convention could have no
official knowledge ; but of course the extremely
good-natured friend to whom it was written
immediately put it into the newspapers. Even
then, Mr. Coliax had a perfect right to revise
his decision, and to glide gracefully to the
status quo. Many sctive Republicans assured
him that his renomination or refiring was a
guestion for the party, not for himself, to de-
cide. He took a seat, it we may say so, qui-
etly in the hold of the vessel, but his ship-
mates found bim end brought him up with
mueh cheering,—oaud threw him overboard.
He says that it is all right; that he rather
than else likes lis treatment ; and if he does
like it why should Lis opponents complain 1

The truth is, Mr. Colfux is by no means the
first public charneter who has been pitched
over the taffrail after this unceremonious
fashion. But, then, never was there a
Convention before in which  there were
g0 much good feeling and gushing senti-
ment, 80 many fraternal expressions and
such unlimited hugging and kissing. A slight,
under ordinary circumstances, may be met by
the manly heart without fliuching; but
to be left out in the cold when
overybody else is glowing in a friendly
atmosphere of 80° Fulirenheit! to be the un-
loved one of the kissing and hugging multi-
tude! to be gnubbed when one s partner is bend-
ing under a saceharine shower of compliments!
to be forgotten or remombered only to be neg-
lected, when the memory of the Conven-
tion, as to the past, is unusually active! to be
called upon to retire when everybody else is
advancing! Certainly no party had a right to
demand this of any one, and least of all had
the Republican party a right to demand this
of Mr. Schuyler Colfax. We do not offer him
our sympathy. We thauk him, however. We
can do no less than thank him for an example
of patient endurance, of self-sacrifice, of resig-
nation, of love for those who have despitefully
used him.

AT COURT.

Mr. Setfle and . his friends were formally
presented at Court the other day. They had
a pleasant time of it; and the solemnity of
the occasmon of tendering the President his
renomination was  tewpered  with  much
hilarity. The laughter of the gods has some-
thing Olympian in if, we may imagine; but
the cachinnation of Mr. Settle and friends
was  equine, not to say horsey. The
delegation  were in fine  spirits, and
had left their hostlery determined to do
thenr whole duty to the country and make the
most of *“this pleasing ocension.” Having
successfully achieved the astonishment of the
President by telling him that he had been
pominated at Philadelphia, the delegation lin-
gored a moment with the disclaimer that they
were not sure they had anything more to say.
But & Mr. Storrs of Tlinois, with pleasant
Western breeziness, uttered his  wish  that
somebody would tell the President what “n
“ gnperb Convention” they had at Philadelphia.
This Lappy thought broke the awkward silence,
and Mr. Settle modestly confessed his inadequacy
to the task, and said to Storrs, aforesaid : “,Sup-
“ pose you doit.” On this the genial President
commented: “That i8 a speech to which I
“ gould appropriately respond. It is short and
“ o the point.,” This began the fun; and the
official report says the sally of the President
ocensioned * general merriment,”  Observe,
we would not call this o “sally;” it might be
“ goreheaded” in ns to use such an undignified
term ; but the official reporter, who, note-book
in hand, sketched this historic scene, dis-
tinctly says “sally”

The ice was now fairly broken, and Mr.
Settle, penetrated with the warm, champagney
fecling inspired by the wit ot the President,
wiped bis laughing eyes, and solemnly averred
that mo mortal pen, no, not even that which
writes for *the publie prints,” could deseribe
the unanimity of the Convention ; it was be-
youd the powers of description. As for its
solidity of vote, its one-mindedness, he had
never seen anything equal to it in all North
Caroling. But what he wanted was to tell the
President what he and his friends were to do
in November. Then up £poke Mr. Paul Stro-
bach, who came from Alibama with the Ger-
man vote in bis pocket. With an eye on
contingent post-offices, he was careful to
say ‘that he was a Viee-President of the
Renomination Convention and a representa-
tive Cerman. “Put’me down for 800,000
“German votes in November,” he said, with
lofty mien, and wiped his beaming brow.
Ewmboldened thus, Gen. Solomou D. Meredith

tion as that at Philadelphia. This nomination,
Sir, waa unprecedented, Sir, in the history of
the United States, Sir. Some people reckon
Indiana ns a doubtful State, but Gen. Solowon
D. Meredith then and there pledged her fifteen
clectoral votes for Grant. He wouldn't be
sure about the precise majority ; but he wonld
bet on the fifteen electoral votes. The Pres-
ident, pleased, made another sally. He said:
“ At any rate, don't let your people vote but
“ onee.” Whereat thero was more * langhter.”
At least, it is 8o set down in the ofticial re-
port.

Recovering from their boisterous hilarity
Mr. B. F. Cowley modestly pledged Georgia!
“ We will do the best we can for you;” where-
upon the President launched another witticism
and said : “That is as much as Georgia can
“do,” at which there was “great langhter”
again. These repented sallies warmed the dele-
gation up to the higlest pitch of enthusinsm,
and they went on with their pledges. Mis-
gouri and Michigan were successively prom-
ised, and a colored delegate from Virginia,
with tropical fervor, set 80,000 as the minimum
of Grant's majority in the Old Dominion. In
the roll-call of the States, Texas turned up with
the ingenious remark from Mr. A. D. Norton,
that the Democrats of his State, rather
than give up their organization to Greeley
and Drown, would surrender to Gen. Grant,
as they did in 18¢5, Mr. Norton evidently
belongs to that noble class of whom Senator
Flanagan’s Mr. Carter said at the Philadelphia
Convention that “ they wanted a strong gov-
“ ¢rment to make them behuve themselves.”
There was no jocund din at this sally ; the
President had not gaid it ; only Norton; and
the mention of Greeley and Brown, somehow,
ereated an uncomfortable feeling, and the
delegation, recovering the gravity of the ocea-
gion, cast an adumbration of their departing
presence on the military doorkeepers and
went beaming down the Avenue to cengratu-
late Mr. Henry Wilson on the unanimity of
the Cenvention.

ARBOUT THE STAGE.

The dramatic season just closed has been
impressive chiefly on the score of dull-
ness, It has, of course, offered here and
there a brillinnt feature. Several of Shake-
speare’s plays, for example, have betn brought
forward, in & sumptuons seenie dress, and
bave been illustrated by cousiderable good
acting; there has been n spurt or two of old
comedy; and the gallery of eccentrie charne-
ter parts, existent in every old play-goer's
memory, has been enriched by a tew ad-
ditional figures. DBut, altogether, the period
of nine months, since the theatrical openings
last September, has been, with the New-York
stage, a period of ambling mediocrity. Not
for ten years, indoed, has there been a season
a0 mearly devoid of the active spirit
of high enterprise and of pronounced
sneeesses in the art of acting. Yet the theatri-
eal business, in most quarters, has been toler-
ably remunerative. The two or three new
pieces brought out have had prosperous runs ;
the two or three old features resuscitated have
attracted a share of the publie attention and
the public dollars; crowds have come fto
the play-house, and crowds have gone;
and everything theatrical has been suffused
with an air of ease if not of zood fortune.
It wounld not be amiss, indeed, to deseribe our
stage as having been, for many weeks, like a
gilded oll bean, no longer saying or doing
anything fresh, but gallant as ever in garb,
sprightly as ever with reminiscent mirth, and
popular as ever for the sake of old times.
‘This is a singular condition for the stage to
arrive at, in a capital so large, so populous,
and so active and inspiriting as New-York,

That which is singular, however, is not
necessarily unnatural. The state of facts thus
indicated has resulted from an obvious
cause, This, we basten to say, is not the de-
cline of the drama. Whatever else the almost
unbroken flow of mediocrity may happen to
mean, it certainly does not mean that. The
theater of to-day—taking a broad view of its
gencral condition, its standing with the people,
and its prospects for the future—is better than
the theater of yesterday. There lave been
periods, it is true, when first-class actors, if
not more numerous as a class, have been more
numeronsly congregated in stock companies ;
when the stress has been laid rather upon the
total effeet of a combination of fine perform-
ances than upon the towering excellence of
a single personation. DBut these periods—of
which our own epoch is not destitute, and
which, at intervals, are certain to recur—have
been infrequent and of brief continnance.
They were the exceptional phases of theatri-
eal experience: they should mever have been
expected to constitute its chronie condition.
The golden hour—in all things—is a possi-
bility: the golden age is not, Dismal philos-
ophers, never tired of liftingMhe voice of
lamentation over the assumed decline of the
drama, forget this, or never knew it. Be-
cause a fresh crop of Bettertons, Garricks,
Keans, and Booths is not grown every ten
years, it does not follow that the stage is
going to the dogs. English Poetry did not
decline becanse the eighteenth century was
comparatively barren of it. After the wits of
the age of Queen Anne came, in due time,
the wits of the Regeney of George the
Fourth, Advancement, whether of an art or
an institution, is not marked by the perpetuity
of a single specitie attribute ; but by general
increase of scope, widening of influence, growth
in stability, acquisition of the comforts and
luxuries of life, and the ever-growing conquest
of the respect and affection of mavkind. To
gee N0 progress m nn institution beeanse its
history 15 not made and marked by continu-
ally recnrring genius, or because the observer
remembers—or bas read about—a year or two
when ite aspeet happened to be a lictle brighter
than it is at the passing moment, is to be
worse than blind. The fact is that the druma
keeps pace and harmony with the civilization
around it. We do net lodge it so well ns 1t
was lodged by some of the nations of antiquity ;
but we build better houses for it than were
built for it in the time of Shakespeare; we
pay far higher prices for it than were paid
in the reign of Charles the First; we
hold it in more sincere respect than it en-
joyed in the days of Dryden; and we take it
much npearer to our hearths and hearts than
ever it got in the most exalted estate of 0Old
Drury or the Old Purk, -

“ Effoct defective” mpevertbeloas “ecomes by
“oquse,” The recent drowsy tameness of the
local stage is not an aecident. 1ts explanalion,
we think, will be found in the fact that the
spirit “of business has temporarily acqired
almost o complete aseondency oyer the spirit
of art, These two forces, which ought, of
course, to make common interest and work
togethier, have geperally been in eollision in
the theater. Their point of contaet is evident,
The former contemplaten the making of money,
and enjolns the doidg of anything sud every-

surest way to acquire dollars is to divert the
stage from its legitimate provines and conduet
it in an undignified and improper manner.
The latter contemplates the snitable and ade-
quate interpretation of intellectual and beanti-
ful works, and is fiercely intolerant of all low
and coarse expedients, whether “to aplit the
“pars of the groundlings” or to dazzle their
eyes. The one is thrifty; the other is munifi-
cent. The one keeps a shop; the other
ministers in a temple. It is ensy to ace
—since theaters are very expensive estab-
lishmeuts to aupport, and sinee the habit
of the tme is to measure sueccess by
the standard of money—that business will ofton
prevail over art. It is equally easy to discern
what consequences must arise from the long
continnance of this sordid sopremaey. Self-
seeking is the fatal foe of all enthnsinsm ; and
without enthusiasm the stage can be neither
beautiful nor moagnetic. Turn it into n shop,
and the people will treat it as they do all
other shops whatsoever. The soul that eannot
rise nbove buttons must be conlented with
buttons for its reward. We would not wigh
prudence banighed from the financial adminis-
tration of the theater: but we wonld wish all
prudence given to the winds which, for the
gake of gain, ignores intellectual responszibility
anid degrades the functions of the stage. It
is as short-sighted and impolitic as it is dis-
graceful and huomiliating, It may prosper for
a day; but, in the long run, it is a certain
blight—and it has had a very long run in
most of the looal theaters, We have seen the
dulineas of the stage for near o whole season :
unless there be a speedy change we shall very
soon see the correspendent apathy of the pop-
ulnce. Never did dry bones stand in greater
need of the resurrection of the wind,

Every play-goer who has attentively observed
the local dramatic history of the last nino
monihs ean testify that there is no exaggern-
tion in this view of the subjecly The really fine
and aspiring theatrieal enterprises which bave
been undertaken—worthy of the stage and of a
manly ambition—will readily oceur to him.
They are not so nnmerous that they cannot
easily be reealled. A few performances by
Charlotte Cushman, Edwin Booth, Lawrence
Barrett, Lester Wallack, Charles Mathews,
Edwin Adams, John E. Owens, and Edward
A. Sothern fill up the catalogue. But, when
the most liberal allowance has been made for
theso efforts, what will remain? Nothing, wo
venture to affirm, but the merest huckstering
that eould possibly be practiced, Not half a
dozen new ventures have been made in the
wholo season. There has been a constant
falling back upon old and used-up devices; »
sedulous hedging against all manner of risk;
a constant counting of pennies in a dark
closet, A little pantomime, a little spoctacle,
a collection of legs, a few rural tal-
low candles set a Dbnrning to sputter
in obscurity and perish in stench—and the
atory is complete. We know not what others
may think of these things, but, to our mind,
every moment of thonught that has been be-
stowed wupon them has been o moment
wasted, They ought not to continue. They
cannot continue if the theater is to keep its
proper place among the educational insti-
tutions of the age. Happily, the managers
have a Summer before them for thought and
plan. The air, meanwhile, is starry with ru-
mors of promise. New theaters are coming
forward; new policies are hinted at; new
players are to be imported. Whether, in the
midst of all this, it will occur to anyhody to
remember that the legitimate province of the
stage is the presentation of good plays by
good players—these only, and no other—muss
be left to the imagination. The fortunate man
who does remember it is the man who will
suceced. We have had enough of puerility,
incompetence, thinly-vailed licentiousness, and

hum-drum money-grubbing. What we want
is good acting in de plays, It has seldom
been tried; but it never failed yet, and it
never will fail.

We are somowhat inclined to believe that the Earl
of Shaftesbury should be shut np as s person dan-
gerous to invalids of weak nervis and morbid minda,
This singular nobleman lately stated in Exeter Hall
that he had consulted with several of the most emi-
pent British geologists, and waa fully authorized by
these learned persons to state that England was but
the lid of a dreadfal well of fire ; that there might at
any time come o crumbling of the surface, which
would convert the whole island into one huge vol-
cano! His object in making these warm statements
was undoabtedly the good one of startling every-
body into repentance of their sivs; butif he ouly
sucoeeded in waking 8 great many manincs, we
ltl::‘:;;; l.i'h“ he had botter Lave kept his voleano to
i) .

i "
There was a phrase in the President's letter of ae
eeptance which would have rendered it a very uniit
document to be read in the gushing aud devoted
Philadelphia Convention. What does he mean when
be saya: “ Past experience may guids me in aveiding
mistakes inovitable with novices in all professions
and all ocoupations.” No matter whether they were
inevitable or not, we have noticed that whenaver any
of these mistakos have beon mentioned, all the Grang
newspapers have resolutely denied that they were
mistakes at all! They were noble, virtoous, publio-

iritod, and sagacions deeds. and nothing shurter,
What coult the President have boen thinkiog of
when he said “mistakes "

g

Qur friends, the Renomination enemy, have had so
much slander to utter about the alleged connection
of Liberal Republicavs with frauds on the City
Government, that it seoms eruel to remnd (hem
thiat & conspicuous attendant at their late Conven-
tion lLas already contrived to get into the Pen-
itentiury for imitating Mr. Wm. M. Tweed
Mr. Bumstead, the Jorsey City official whose fate our
local columna have recorded, is the Chairman of
their Grant Committee. Now that he is in jail, we
supposs that the Committes aforesaid will taks
SOIe & to fill the vacancey until he getsout ngaiy,
and much wo trust that they will pronptly give ve
notice of their ad interim wppointment.

—et

The Renomingtionists are boasting moro loudly
than ever that thoy have seeured in their favor the
combined efforts of Wall-si. and the great moneyed
corporations, Tt is doubtful whether the boast is
warranted.  On the whole, Wall-st, viclda obedicnce
to the same diclates of common seuse and self-interest
which govern business men generally.  But supposs
they have seeured such a combination? What do
the voters who do not belong to moneyed corpora-
tions, or to Wallst., aud who trust to Lave an ad-
ministration on the whole reasonably idependent

of both, think of such u combination T Do they pro-
mw Fﬂ go on the samo side with it, or on the other
0
il -

It is o subject for sineere vongratulation whenever
Congress Is provhlentially preveated from comnite
ting au ontrage neaiust taste, snd sl more wien
Ly any aceidgpt it spends the pullic money for &
work of art of which we nre 7ot all ashamed. In the
last hours of the Lite sossion the conntry aequirod
Mr. Thomas Moran's fine picture of The Oreat Cafion
of the Yellowstone, The price pad, $10,000, is not &
cent above its reid valne, and i it conld not be in our
New-York Musoum, there s uo other pluce so appro-
priate for it as the Capitol,

¥ e P

The Daily Register, which has now hecoms the
offigial jonrnal of the City and County of News
York, appears With & new heading, as o four-paxe,
with six colginns $o tue page It nims, ale, to fm

thing thut mav avbear to be lucrative—as-

amupleto calon durs for Che law couria sl « b Vet

1 of holel arzivals,



